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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior listings: 

1. (Currently Amended) An equipment carrier for mounting onto a rear 
component of a vehicle structure, such as a vehicle trunk lid or door, comprising: 

- a frame having lower engagement means engageable with a lower area 
of the vehicle component; 

- a structure connected to the frame or forming part thereof, for carrying 
one or more items of equipment; 

- at least one vehicle engaging member, connected to the frame or 
forming part thereof, for engaging the vehicle component at a position above said 
lower area?; 

- a strap member having upper engagement means for engagement with 
an upper area of the vehicle component^; 

- at least one support conn e ct e d to th e fram e or forming part th e r e of, 
provided with that includes strap engaging and tensioning means, which are engag e d 
by -wherein said strap member is engaged with the strap engaging and tensioning 
means and can be controlled for tensioning the strap member in order to tighten said 
upper and lower engagement means onto said upper and lower areas , respectively, of 
the vehicle componen t; and 

an adjustable position engagement arrangement between the frame and 

the support, wherein the adjustable position engagement arrangement is configured 
and arranged to enable the vertical position of the support relative to the frame to be 
adjusted in order to vary the location of the sfrap member relative to the frame . 

2. (Original) A carrier as set forth in claim 1, wherein said sfrap 
engaging and tensioning means comprise a mechanism for holding the sfrap member 
in any set position relative to said support, a strap tensioning member for applying 
tension to said strap member, and a release control member for releasing said 
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mechanism in order to enable free movement of the strap member relative to said 
support. 

3. (Original) A carrier as set forth in claim 2, wherein said mechanism is 
a ratchet mechanism. 

4. (Original) A carrier as set forth in claim 1, wherein said vehicle 
engaging member for engaging the vehicle component is moimted to said support, 

5. (Currently Amended) An equipment carrier for mounting onto a rear 
component of a vehicle structure, such as a vehicle trunk lid or door, comprising: 

- a frame having lower engagement means engageable with a lower area 
of the vehicle component; 

- a structure connected to the frame or forming part thereof, for carrying 
one or more items of equipment; 

- at least one vehicle engaging membe r, conn e ct e d to th e fram e or 
forming part th e r e of, for engaging the vehicle component at a position above said 
lower area;; 

- a strap member having upper engagement means for engagement with 
an upper area of the vehicle component^; 

- at least one support connected to the frame or forming part thereof, 
provided with strap engaging means, which ar e p e rman e ntly engag e d by^ jiCTgin said 
strap member is secured to said strap engaging and tensioning means. ond ar e also 
adapted for storing th e strap memb e r within said support in a wound or fold e d 
configuration ; and 

wherein the vehicle engaging member is secured to the support such that 

the support is located between the frame and the vehicle engaging member . 

6. (Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim 5, wherein said 
strap engaging and tensioning m eans afe-is in the form of strap winding means. 

7. (Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim 6, wherein the 
strap winding means compris e comprises a mechanism for holding the strap winding 
means in any set condition, a strap tensioning member for controlling the mechanism 
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in order to apply a tension to the strap member, and a release control member to 
release tiie mechanism in order to enable unwinding of the strap member from said 
strap winding means. 

8. (Original) A carrier as set forth in claim 7, wherein said mechanism is 
a ratchet mechanism. 

9. (Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim 5, wherein-&aid 
vehicl e engaging memb e r for engaging tho vehicl e component is mount e d to said 
s upport said support defines an interior within which the strap is stored in a wound 
configuration by the strap engaging means . 

10. (Currently Amended) An equipment carrier for mounting onto a 
movable r ear component of a vehicle structure, such as a vehicle trunk lid or door, 
comprising: 

- a frame having low e r engagement means engag e abl e wit h an upp er 
portion and a lower portion, wherein the lower portion of the frame terminates in a 
lower hook arrangement that is configured to engage a lower afeare fedge defined by 
the movable vehicle componen t, wherein the frame and the lower hook arrangement 
are configured such that engagement of the lower hook arrangement with the lower 
edge of the movable vehicle component is operable to rigidly coimect the lower 
portion of the frame to the movable vehicle component : 

- a structure connected to the frame or forming part tiiereof, for carrying 
one or more items of equipment; 

- at least one vehicle engaging member, connected to the frame or 
forming part thereof, for engagin g , wherein the vehicle engaging member is located 
above the lower hook arrangement and is configured to engage the movable v ehicle 
component at a position above said lower-«=e aedge of the movable vehicle 
component?: and 

- a strap member e ngaged with a support on aaid fram e and having 
interconnected with the frame via a strap member support, wherein the strap member 
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includes u pper engagement means for engagement with an upper afe^ ^edge defined 
by the movable vehicle component?; 

- wherein the vehicle engaging member is pivotally mount e d with 
respect to interconnected with the frame arovmd v ia a pivot connection that defines a 
transverse p ivot axis, se-tha twherein, when the carrier is mounted on the vehicl e by 
engagement of the lower hook arrangement with the lower edge of the movable 
vehicle component and engagement of the strap member upper engagement means 
with the upper edge of the movable vehicle component, with the vehicle engaging 
member engaged with the movable vehicle component at a location therebetween , 
tensioning the strap member induces a tilting action on said frame around said 
transverse p ivot axis which causes the lower engagement m e ans h ook arrangement of 
said frame to be urged against the lower apea -edge of the movable v ehicle component. 

1 1 . (Original) A carrier as set forth in claim 10, wherein said vehicle 
engaging member is in form of a rocking member having a mid portion pivotally 
supported around said pivot axis by said frame and two end portions to which vehicle 
engaging feet are pivotally cormected. 

12. (Original) A carrier as set forth in claim 1 1, wherein said rocking 
member is U-shaped. 

13. (Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim-4210, wherein 
each hook carrying member t he lower hook arrangement is mounted on the 
gssociate d interconnected with a forwardly facing end ef ^iefined bv the lower portion 
of said frame so as to be able to perform a limited rotation with respect to said 
forwardly facing end. 

14. (Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim 12, wherein said 
frame includes at least one upright section, and wherein said sfrap member support is 
mounted on a r e spective one of said upright sections section b y connecting means 
enabling an adjustment of the position of said support along said upright section. 
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15. (Withdrawn - Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim 14, 
I wherein each upright section has forwardly facing spaced indentations selectively 

engageable by said connecting means. 

16. (Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim 14, wherein said 
I coimecting means are in form of comprises clamp means carried by said support and 

adapted to be tightened around said upright section at any position thereof by means 
j of a tightening screw. 

17. (Original) A carrier as set forth in claim 16, wherein each upright 
section has a forwardly facing flat surface engageable by said tightening screw of said 
clamp means in order to prevent rotation of the support relative to the upright section. 

18. (Original) A carrier as set forth in claim 16, wherein said support has 
a supporting structure in form of a U-bent metal sheet surrounding a rearwardly facing 
portion of the upright section and having two cut-away portions defining said clamp 
means, which are engageable by said tightening screw forwardly of said upright 

5 section. 

19. (Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim-4^10, wherein 
said frame comprises a pair of upright section and a cross member extending 
therebetween, and wherein the m eans for mounting th e e quipment carrying structur e 
which ar e provid e d on structure for carrying the one or more items of equipment is 

5 intercormected with said cross-member compris e v ia an array of angularly spaced 
axial ridges arranged around the cross-member and extending longitudinally 
therealongi and wherein the structure for carrying the one or more items of equipment 
includes at least one equipment carrying arm having a hub section with an inner 
surface having an array of longitudinal angularly spaced teeth which are engageable 
10 with said ridges, to connect said arm to said cross-member at different desired 
orientations. 

20. (Original) A carrier as set forth in claim 19, wherein said ridges are 
formed on an engagement member surrounding said cross-member. 
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21. (Original) A carrier as set forth in claim 20, wherein said 
engagement member surrounding the cross-member has a split construction. 

22. (Original) A carrier as set forth in claim 19, wherein said hub section 
has a split construction. 

23. (Withdrawn - Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim 3, 
wherein said support has a through passage through which said strap member is 
engaged, said strap member havmg a series of one-way teeth, and wherein said ratchet 
mechanism includes a toothed strap retainer pivotally mounted to said support and 

5 elastically biased to a position in which its teeth engage the teeth of the strap member, 
so as to enable movement of the strap member in a tensioning direction and 
proventing p revent m ovement of the strap member in fee -a direction opposite the 
tensioning d irection. 

24. (Withdrawn - Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim 23, 
I wherein said strap tensioning member is in form of a tensioning lever pivotally 

mounted on said support and having a series of one-way teeth engageable with said 
I teeth of the strap member, said lever being operable to have an active tensioning 
5 movement from a first position to a second position, where it causes tensioning of the 
strap member, and an inactive return movement from the second position to the fu-st 
position, during which the strap retainer holds the strap member in the previously 
reached position. 

25. (Withdrawn) A carrier as set forth in claim 24, wherein said release 
control member is in form of a trigger member which can be actuated in order to move 
said strap retainer away from its position engaging the strap member. 

26. (Withdrawn) A carrier as set forth in claim 23, wherein said support 
has a split construction. 

27. (Withdrawn - Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein said strap winding means include a strap winding roller rotatably mounted to 
said support, on which the strap member can be wound, and wherein said ratchet 
mechanism includes at least one ratchet wheel carried by said winduig roller and 
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5 having a series of one-way teeth, and a retainer having a series of teeth which is 

pivotally mounted to said support and elastically biassed -biased t o a position in which 
ite-the teeth of the retainer engage the teeth of the ratchet wheel, so as to enable a 
rotation of the wheel in a strap winding tensioning direction and preventing an 
opposite rotation of the wheel. 

28. (Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim 27, wherein said 
strap tensioning member is in form of a lever pivotally mounted on said support and 

j provided with a toothed pawl pivotally connected to th e structur e of said tensioning 
lever and elastically biased to a position in which it engages the teeth of the ratchet 
5 wheel, said lever being operable to have an active movement from a first position to a 
second position, wfa^ ^in which said pawl causes rotation of the ratchet wheel in the 
strap winding tensioning direction, and an inactive return movement from Ihe second 
position to the first position, during which the retainer holds the ratchet wheel in the 
previously reached position. 

29. (Original) A carrier as set forth in claim 28, wherein said release 
confrol member is in form of a trigger member which can be actuated in order to move 
said retainer away from its position engaging the ratchet wheel. 

30. (Withdrawn) A carrier as set forth in claim 24, wherein said support 
is mounted on an upright section forming part of the carrier frame, and wherein said 
tensioning lever is pivotally mounted to said support around an axis located forwardly 
of said upright section, and has a body extending rearwardly of the upright section, 

5 with a through passage through which the upright section is arranged. 

31. (Withdrawn) A carrier as set forth in claim 30, wherein said release 
control member is in form of a trigger member arranged on said support forwardly of 
the upright section and operable by pulling it rearwardly. 

32. (Currently Amended) An equipment carrier arrangement for 
mounting onto a movable r ear component of a vehicle structure, such as a vehicle 
trunk lid or doo r that is movable relative to the vehicle between an open position and a 
closed position, comprising: 
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- a frame having a_lower e ngag e m e nt m e ans p ortion that terminates in a 
lower hook arrangement that is engageable with a lower afeare fedge defined by the 
movable v ehicle component; 

- a structure connected to the frame or ft)rming part thereof, for carrying 
one or more items of equipment; 

- at least one pivotable v ehicle engaging membe r located above the 
lower hook arrangement, connected to the frame or forming a.part thereof, for 
engaging the vehicle component at a position above said lower aaFe aedge of the 
movable vehicle component , 

- a strap member having an upper e ngag e m e nt m e ans h ook arrangement 
for engagement with an upper afearof -edge defined by t he movable v ehicle 
component, 

- at least one support connected to the frame or forming part thereof, 
provided with strap engaging means which are permanently engaged by said sfrap 

member, so that said strap member constitutes an integral part of said carrier 
arrangement, whereby th e latt e r said carrier arrangement can be mounted on a vehicle 
with no need of additional separate strap members : and 

wherein, when the carrier arrangement is secured to the movable vehicle 

component by engagement of the lower hook arrangement with the lower edge of the 
movable vehicle component, engagement of the upper hook arrangement with the 
upper edge of the movable vehicle component, and engagement of the pivotable 
vehicle engaging member with the movable vehicle component at a location between 
the upper and lower edges of the movable vehicle component, the carrier arrangement 
is movable along with the movable vehicle component when the movable vehicle 
component is moved between the open position and a closed position . 

33. (Original) A carrier as set forth in claim 19, wherein said equipment 
carrying structure is selected among a number of different structures adapted to carry 
different items of equipment, such as bicycles, skis, snowboards, pieces of luggage. 
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34. (Currently Amended) A carrier as set fortii in claim 1, wherein said 
frame includes a pair of upright sections, a cross-member which interconnects the 
upper ends ef -defined by said upright sections and is provided with means for 
mounting the equipment-carrying structure, curved lower sections extending from the 

5 I lower ends of the upright sections^ and terminating in forwardly facing ends, and a 
hook carrying member mounted to each of said forwardly facing ends and including a 
hoo k, wherein each hook is configured to engage a lower edge defined by the vehicle 
component . 

35. (Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim 5, wherein said 
frame includes a pair of upright sections, a cross-member which interconnects Hie 
upper ends ef defined by said upright sections and is provided with means for 
mounting the equipment-carrying structure, curved lower sections extending from the 

5 lower ends of the upright sections, and terminating in forwardly facing ends, and a 
hook carrying member mounted to each of said forwardly facing ends and including a 
hoo k, wherein each hook is configured to engage a lower edge defined by the vehicle 
component . 

36. (Currently Amended) A carrier as set forth in claim 10, wherein said 
frame includes a pair of upright sections, a cross-member which interconnects #ie 
upper ends ef- defined by said upright sections and is provided with means for 
mounting the equipment-carrying structure, curved lower sections extending from the 

5 lower ends of the upright sections, and terminating in forwardly facing ends, and a 
hook carrying member mounted to each of said forwardly facing ends and including a 
hoo k, wherein each hook is configured to engage a lower edge defined by the vehicle 
component . 
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